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“People serve these idols, and many others like them, to give meaning to their lives, to justify their
existence. They are afraid of death—that is, not only physical death but everything which does or
seems to militate against life: alienation, lack of identity, frustration, pain, meaninglessness. And so
they grasp, as it were, after aspects of life which seem to promise freedom from some form of death, and
serve them as idols. But what they are really serving is death, for the fear of death is the power behind
all idolatry.” (63)
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“In the theology of the Gospel, the event in which God gives and establishes the moral significance of
human life in this world is often called justification. In radical distinction from idolatry, Christians confess
that being justified is God’s unequivocal gift to mankind summed up in Jesus Christ. The worth of a
man’s life is bestowed as the gift of God’s wholly gratuitous love for man decisively manifested in history
in Christ” (6)
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“I am well acquainted, for instance, with a certain suburban family in Massachusetts, a very status-
conscious household... The eldest son of the family, who is to be graduated from high school this year,
recently confided in me that he was confronted with a dilemma occasioned by his parents’ insistence
that he go to college. The boy is bright enough for college work, but is adamant that he does not want to
go to college. He had a strong mechanical aptitude and an enthusiasm for cars and wants to be an
automobile mechanic... But his parents are firm. Not only must he attend college, it is mightily important
to them that he be admitted to a certain kind of college—Wesleyan or Amherst, say, rather than
Northeastern University or the University of Bridgeport. They feel, he discerns, that they will somehow
suffer a loss of face if he does not do so.” (34)
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